
 
 

Abberley WI 
 

NOTES FROM MINUTE BOOKS, 1940-1969 
 
Sheena has picked out some points of interest from the Abberley WI minute books - the notes in italics are 
questions and notes she raised as she went.  If you have any answers, so let us know! 
 
 

January 6th 1940 It was noted members were knitting for the army.  Sadly there is no further record of the WI 
meeting or closing and it is next mentioned on 21st May 1943 when a meeting is held to re-
form Abberley WI. 

6th October, 1943 A Hut Committee was formed – was this different to the Men’s Club? 

5th December 
1945 

Annual Meeting held in the Men’s Club.  Witley WI had requested that they join with Abberley  
to host the next Group meeting but this would be considered when St George’s Hall 
reopened. 

1946  

February the WI went to the Pantomime at the Theatre Royal in Birmingham. Where was that? 

May Abberley started its own Drama group 

July  WI met in St George’s Hall. 

September  letter received by all WIs to help with  fund raising for a new WI College to be opened as soon 
as a suitable house could be found. It was agreed to send £10 over next 3 years. 

October  A whist drive and dance held in answer to the appeal for funds from Worcester Royal 
Infirmary. 

November It was proposed by Mrs Davies that Abberley WI should apply to the Midland Red Bus 
Company to ask that the bus that left Kidderminster at noon and ran to the Hundred House at 
Great Witley on Thursdays, should extend its run to the Manor Arms in Abberley.  Midland 
Red agreed to this proposal. 

  . 

1947 

19th February  50th Anniversary of the first WI formed in Canada.  (Minutes often mention the monthly letter from 
Worcester, more often than not it appears to be of no interest to Abberley, not anything that is 
recorded, but it was of interest in January 1947) The secretary was asked to write a letter of 
congratulations and also to find out more details of books that the WI wanted to send to the WI in 
British Columbia. 

A revival of the Meat Pie Scheme.  This was where Government funded meat could be obtained to 
make meat pies and these could be sold without ration coupons.  This had started during the war. 

Two conferences to be held in Worcester: one on the Curtis Report on Homeless Children. 

“The House” in Worcester appeared to be referred to as NFWI House 



July  Abberley had a good financial year and sent £5 to the Denman College Appeal 

 Discussion was held on the Working Men’s Club – would members be willing for it to be run with St 
George’s Hall – voted against as there was still a large debt on St George’s Hall 

November A talk on National Savings was requested and granted. 

 

1948 

January The 2nd £5 was donated to the Denman College Fund and £10 to St George’s Hall Building Fund. 

February The talk this month was on ‘Operation Produce’.  The importance of growing more food was 
stressed to all members. 

March The proposed Canning machine was to be bought and paid for out of WI funds. 

May A gross of cans was to be ordered in preparation for the fruit canning. 

July The subject of the speaker this month was on making the most of fat and sugar rationing.  It was 
also proposed to have a refresher course on canning 

 

1950 

A new group of local WIs was formed and Abberley proposed it would be called Woodbury Group.  That name 
remains in place today and today consists of Abberley, Great Witley, Little Witley, Holt and Hallow 
WIs. 

April The Canning Club arrangements have been postponed for a year in the hope that the sugar 
allocation would be increased. 

October Ministry of Information films were still being sent out by the Government and watched in large 
numbers. 

December The WI writes to Midland Red Bus company again, this time requesting that the bus services are 
returned to the Summer timetable. 

 

Of note in 1951,  is the stamina of people in Abberley.  The WI Christmas Party began with tea at 6pm, Mr A 
Howley’s Concert Party would be open to the Public from 7.30-10pm and Dance Music provided by 
Mrs Davies Band from 10.30-1am.  You could attend some of the evening or all of it! 

1952 

 February WI rations.  WI had been allowed an extra ½ lb of butter per 8 week period.  It was decided each 
member should enjoy this privilege on buttered scones at the monthly meetings instead of biscuits.  
The latter had been introduced a year ealier due to cake making being too expensive. 

6th February Members stood in tribute to the late King at the beginning of their meeting and it was decided to 
omit the Social Half Hour and only have the Business meeting. 

 Canning lessons were on the agenda again. 

 

1953 

February A decision was made to hire out the Sewing Machine and Canning Machine at a small charge to 
cover the cost of ‘overhauls’ or servicing. 

March It was decided to run a Whist Drive to raise money for the ‘Coronation Fund’.  A seat by the Village 
School was proposed for the Coronation memorial. 

April The death of Queen Mary was marked by a minute’s silence. 

May The secretary was asked to write to the County Surveyor asking for the sign in Suffolk Lane to be 
moved nearer to the Church.  No mention of which sign or why. 



June The secretary said she would like to submit a resolution to the Council Meeting on ‘the prices of 
food stuff to be marked by the makers’.  Is this a local resolution or one that might go forward to 
National??  

  

1959 

March Lady Mary Blumer joined WI. Who is she? 

 Berrows Journal has a photo of WI in either October or November. 

 A table cloth was passed around the members to contribute to stitching, presumably embroidery 
and was this for the President’s table? The cloth changed hands every few weeks. 

 

1960 The Annual meeting in December reported that ‘the Table Cloth’ was completed and so was a new 
piano cover. 

 

1962 A Drama Group was formed 

 ACWW begins to be minuted  from the late 1950/early 60s (Associated Country Women of the 
World) 

April A letter of welcome was sent to Rev Richard and Mrs Sylvia Bevan and Mrs Bevan was invited to 
join the WI 

 It was proposed to ‘do away’ with the monthly raffle and charge 3d for refreshments until 
December. 

May To raise ‘Pennies for Friendship’ for ACWW  at the next meeting it was suggested that each 
member would have their waist measured and pay in 1d per inch! 

 Drama Group put on their first play in social time 

September Mrs Cotton, the speaker this month, provenance unknown, but probably from the Federation,  
gave a demonstration of a flower arrangement and at the end she hoped that Abberley WI would 
adopt the practice of having flowers ‘on the table’ at every meeting, done by a rota of members! 
(So that is where and when that idea started!) 

October Mrs Norwood offered to sell the Canning Machine (how well used had this been?) on behalf of the 
WI for £5. 

Many talks and demonstrations led to classes in dressmaking, cake icing, glove making, often at 
member’s homes, sometimes in village hall.  These were often run by WCC demonstrators and 
therefore were open to the public too. 

Lots of local fund raising & integration with St George’s Hall for example on Hall Committee, Fete 
Committee. 

During the late 50s early 60s many of the ‘social time’ games were organised by Mrs R Ballard.  
What are ‘Fur & Feather Whist’,  ‘ Kim’s Game’ or’ Roll Call’ something or other? 

 

1963 

March NB Mr Vale showed a film in COLOUR & SOUND on the Day in the Life of a Veterinary Surgeon. 

 Handicraft Groups met regularly to create items. 

 Piano  seemed to create problems during 1962/3 – the heater needed replacing!? A cover was 
made then it required a padlock. By May 1963, it was always a trouble.  Committee suggested 
selling it with member’s approval.  Mrs Norwood, (Drama) suggested it should be put to Village Hall 
Committee. 

July Piano to be given to St George’s Hall Committee plus key, lock & chain with the understanding that 
the WI could use it free of charge. 



 WI members to give permission to hand the Hall over to the Charity Commissioners to become a 
Parish Hall. 

 

September WI piano had been handed over to the Hall Committee. The Chairman & Committee had sent a 
verbal message of gratitude via the Secretary. 

  11 new members due to the ‘new houses being built’ – where? 

Collection at the end of 1963 for Blakedown Hospital. Perhaps this was supposed to be Blakebrook. 
What sort of hospital was Blakebrook? 

 

1964 

January Correspondence regarding heating for Village Hall to be passed to Village Hall Committee. 

March The resolution was passed to turn St George’s Hall over to be a Village Hall. This was agreed by all 
members present, everyone having been notified previously. 

 

1965 

January  Members were asked if anyone would be willing to help Mr Davage reform the Youth Club. 

 

1967 

May Of the 5 Resolutions discussed for NFWI AGM, Abberley was in favour of the first 4:  

1. Keeping Studley College open 

2. Care of Elderly Relatives, in favour but against the amendment (?) 

“That this meeting urges all WI members to press for the provision of more ‘Day Hospitals’, Day Centres 
and ancillary services, thus enabling old members of the family to share the home without undue 
hardship and stress for the younger generation.” 

3. Non sectarian & non political (Was this confirming what WI stood for?) 

4. A Resolution cannot be altered  or revisited for 3 years 

5. Dispensing should be done by Chemists. 

.....we were  ‘rather in favour’ of doctors doing it but would leave it to our delegates discretion, as it was 
felt that there might be a lot of discussion on this topic.( I just like the way that is put, considering the 
doctor continuing to dispense would have been fairly important to these members in relation to the 
distance of the nearest chemist.) 

“This meeting urges the Government to re-consider its proposals to limit dispensing by doctors in rural 
areas.” 

 

1968 

June An item from the CNL  included information on the help now available in the County for Handicapped 
people with reference to one of the resolutions put forward at the AGM 

No reference to this resolution in 1968 

 

1969 

January  In the social time 3 short films were run by Mrs Barnes on the Dedication Service of the Old Church 
& two school films plus scenes of the snow in Abberley. THE FILMS WERE KINDLY LENT BY MRS MORGAN & MR 
PASCO. 

 


